
 
 

  Surviving the Holocaust, 
  By Chance Alone
    Max Eisen’s Story

STUDENT WORKBOOK



Surviving the Holocaust, By Chance Alone: Max Eisen’s Story
© 2025, Liberation 75 

Material may be reproduced for educational purposes. Please ensure that any reproduced content
acknowledges original authors, sources, or publishers when applicable. Unless otherwise stated,
this resource is intended for educational use only and may not be copied, distributed, or modified
for commercial purposes without permission. 

We gratefully acknowledge the support of the Province of Ontario in making this resource possible.



Select 3 European countries and compare the Jewish population of those countries to the
Canadian Jewish population in 1899 and 1931. Calculate the percentage of the Jewish
population in each of the countries you select. What similarities do you find? Differences?
Do you notice any patterns?

1.The Nazis viewed the Jewish population as their primary enemy, but they also created a list of
‘enemies of the state,’ those who did not fit or comply with Nazi beliefs. Identify 3 key events
that restricted citizenship rights for Jews or other ‘enemies of the state’ in Germany during the
inter-war period.

2.How do you feel these events would impact German citizens? Think about the impact from
different perspectives: victims, perpetrators and bystanders.

TIMELINE
Review the timeline from January 30, 1933, to August 23, 1939, to explore key events of the
Holocaust that occurred in Nazi Germany and its expanding territory before the start of the
Second World War.

MODULE 1

MAP

(Left to right) Eugene
Eisen (5 years old),

Alfred Eisen (3 years
old) & Max Eisen (10

years old), 1939
Photo Source: By

Chance Alone
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Think about the rarity of these primary sources as you choose one of the photographs and answer
the following questions (also see Appendix for primary sources):

Who created this primary source?

When was this photo taken?

Why was the photo taken?

What is the photographer’s point of view?

What is the subject’s point of view? 

Describe what you see in the photo.

Why is this photograph important today?

How has the meaning of this photograph changed over time? 

OPTIONAL: Work with another student who chose the same photo as you. Compare 
your responses and discuss any differences you found. Use your discussion to add to 
your personal responses. 

MODULE 1
ARTIFACTS
“Reading” Photographs

Today, we carry thousands of photographs around on our phones. We can pull our devices out

and capture a moment in a split second, whenever we choose. Photographs, however, were not

always so accessible. The first camera that could capture and record an image was created in

1816. It was not easily portable, it certainly could not fit in your pocket, and the process was long

and difficult. While there had been progress in photography technology by the 1930s, photos

remained rare. 

Eisen Family, circa 1941 
(L to R): Alfred, Edith, Max, Zoltan & Eugene

Photo Source: By Chance Alone

3



MODULE 1

TESTIMONY
Max shared his testimony with audiences all over the world through a variety of forums. The
video testimony we are drawing on for this program include his February 1995 Testimony for
the USC Shoah Visual History archive and his July 2018 testimony recorded for a virtual
reality program with the USC Shoah Foundation. 

Watch the videos in Module 1 and answer the questions below.

1.Write a paragraph describing Jewish life in Europe before the Second World War. 
2.How was the end of World War I used by Hitler and the Nazis in their rise to power?
3.What role did historical antisemitism play in the development of Nazi party ideology?
4.Give two examples of how Hitler drew on fear, anger, and/or bigotry to persuade the German

public to support him?
5.Choose three adjectives to describe Max’s childhood growing up in Moldava. Provide an example

from Max’s testimony to support each adjective you choose.
6.How can individual testimonies deepen our understanding of the Holocaust?

Max standing beside gas chamber and crematoria II in Auschwitz-Birkenau.
Photo Source: USC Shoah Foundation.
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TIMELINE & MAP
Using the timeline from September 1, 1939 to August 15, 1945, map and Max’s testimony,
place three key events in Max’s experience on the timeline. Include the date and write a
paragraph to describe where Max was and what was happening to him. 

MODULE 2

ARTIFACTS
Objects Tell a Story

Choose one of the artefacts and read the accompanying archival information. Focus in

particular on how the artefact connects to Max’s testimony. Think about how the meanings

attached to your artefact have changed or grown over time. Write a paragraph, minimum 250

words, explaining how your artefact has impacted the Jewish community. 

Include at least one of the following themes in your reflection: 
How would different groups have perceived and interpreted this artefact? 
How do you think this artefact was preserved, so that we can study it today? 
Objects often begin as “things” in the background of our lives, and become “artefacts” over
time and through our interactions with them. How has this artefact’s use changed over time? H
How has its meaning changed over time? 

OPTIONAL: Find an archive or museum closest to your school. Search through their 
collections to find an artifact similar to the one you have chosen. Prepare a short 
presentation about the artifact you found; include the similarities it holds to the one in 
this module. 

Max Eisen standing in front of Block 21, the hospital where he
worked in Auschwitz I.

Photo Source: USC Shoah Foundation
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MODULE 2
TESTIMONY
Max shared his testimony with audiences all over the world through a variety of forums. The
video testimony we are drawing on for this program include his February 1995 Testimony for
the USC Shoah Visual History archive and his July 2018 testimony recorded for a virtual
reality program with the USC Shoah Foundation. 

Watch the videos in Module 2 and answer the questions below.

1.Max and his family were arrested during Passover, an important Jewish holiday. In fact, many
arrests and/or significant actions took place throughout the years of the Holocaust on Jewish
holidays. Why do you think this was planned? Why is this significant?

2.Re-tell Max’s arrival at Auschwitz. Be sure to include specific details that Max shared in his
testimony.

3.Explain how the “beating” Max received saved his life. 
4.Max, like many survivors, spoke about the importance of finding hope when he were being

persecute by the Nazis. Identify at least one example from Max’s testimony that you feel
would have given him hope to survive. 

5.What attitudes or responses did Max witness from the non-Jewish population? Be sure to
consider both the response of neighbours in Moldava when Max and his family were being
arrested, as well as the passersby Max encountered on the death march.

6.Write three questions you would like to ask Max about his time in Auschwitz. 

ESSAY TOPICS
Choose one of the topics below and write an essay response to the question. Be sure to include
an introductory paragraph with your thesis statement, as well as a conclusion to your essay. You
should also have three arguments to support your thesis statement.

1.        Responsibility & Complicity
Thinking about Max’s arrest and deportation to Auschwitz, consider all who were responsible and
complicit in this process. Identify their possible motivations and why they complied. Is there a
difference between responsibility and complicity?

2.        Resistance & Rescue
The actions of Dr. Tadeusz Orzeszko saved Max’s life, along with the lives of many others, in
Auschwitz. However, Dr. Orzeszko was never formally recognized for his acts of resistance and
rescue. His story remains, largely, unknown. How does learning about resistance and rescue, like
the actions of Dr. Orzeszko, inform our understanding of human behavior and choice? 

ASK MAX
Ask Max the three questions that you wrote after watching his video testimony earlier
 in this module. Record Max’s answers to your questions. 
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TIMELINE
Review the timeline from September 20, 1945 to November 20, 1945 to explore key events
that occurred in the months immediately following liberation and the end of the Holocaust and
the Second World War. 

MODULE 3

1.Do you feel justice can be found in the aftermath of a genocide? Explain your opinion.

2.Aside from holding perpetrators accountable and offering punishment for crimes committed,
what do trials like the Nuremberg trials do for communities impacted by atrocities?

MAP
Return to the same countries that you
reviewed in Module 1. Now look at the
Jewish population in 1948. Compare the
Jewish population pre-war to post-war. As
you compare these numbers, reflect on how
hateful ideologies that demonize and
dehumanize groups, like the Jewish
community during the Holocaust, contribute
to crimes against humanity or genocide.

ARTIFACTS
What is in a Document?

In order to investigate and understand

primary sources, historians think critically

about objects and ask questions. Choose

one of the documents in this module and

begin by reading what information exists

about the document. Now that you know a

bit about the document, think about what

information is missing. What else would you

like to know? Develop at least three

questions that you would ask to learn more.

Finally, what does this document tell us

about Max?

OPTIONAL: Choose one of your questions and research to find an answer. 

Max displaying his tattoo number from Auschwitz: A-9892
Photo Source: OPC Films
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MODULE 3

TESTIMONY
Max shared his testimony with audiences all over the world through a variety of forums. The
video testimony we are drawing on for this program include his February 1995 Testimony for
the USC Shoah Visual History archive and his July 2018 testimony recorded for a virtual
reality program with the USC Shoah Foundation. 

Watch the videos in Module 3 and answer the questions below.

1.After liberation, what challenges did Max and other survivors face?  
2.Describe Max’s homecoming to Moldava.
3.Antisemitism did not end with the end of the Second World War and liberation of the

concentration camps. Expressions of antisemitism today continue to draw on imagery and
language from the Nazi era. Describe three examples of when the use of Holocaust language
and imagery is problematic.  

TESTIMONY - MAX’S LEGACY
Watch the LESSONS videos in Module 3 and answer the questions below.

1.What, do you feel, is Max’s legacy?
2.How can testimonies be used to centre the voices of victims and show the diversity of

experiences during the Holocaust?
3.What questions do you have for further learning?
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APPENDIX - MODULE 1 
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APPENDIX - MODULE 2 

18



APPENDIX - MODULE 3 

19



APPENDIX - MODULE 3 

20



APPENDIX - MODULE 3 

21



APPENDIX - MODULE 3 

22



APPENDIX - MODULE 3 

23



NOTES

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________



    
    

Surviving the Holocaust, 
By Chance Alone
 Max Eisen’s Story

       


